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ASTSWMO
State Nonpayment of Dues Policy

In accordance with the ASTSWMO Bylaws, States and Territories (States) are obligated to pay
Membership Dues established annually by the Board of Directors, and dues shall be paid to the
Association by September 30" of each fiscal year (October 1 — September 30). Any State that
defaults on payment of the annual dues shall be deemed “not in good standing” and will have its
rights and privileges of membership suspended except as provided herein. Rights and privileges
may include, but not be limited to: the right to vote; the right to hold a leadership position in the
organization; and priority for funded travel when funding is limited. Leadership positions
include Association Officers; Regional Representatives on the Board of Directors; Subcommittee
Chairs and Vice-Chairs; and Task Force and Focus Group Chairs and Vice-Chairs.

ASTSWMO understands that there may be extraordinary circumstances when a State cannot pay
its dues by September 30", In these cases, States are encouraged to notify the Association as
soon as possible and work with the Executive Director and Board of Directors to demonstrate
progress towards payment and remain in good standing. States that have not yet paid dues for
the previous fiscal year when a new fiscal year begins on October 1% will receive a formal
notification with the ASTSWMO Policy for State Nonpayment of Dues attached and, at the
discretion of the Board of Directors, be granted a three-month grace period to pay dues for the
previous fiscal year. If additional time is needed or payment of dues is deemed to be unfeasible,
a State may pursue one of the following outlined mechanisms to maintain full or partial rights
and privileges of membership. However, if a State fails to pay its dues within the three-month
grace period and also fails to request one of the mechanisms below prior to the end of the three-
month grace period, that State will be automatically deemed “not in good standing”; the State’s
rights and privileges of membership will be automatically suspended for one year from date of
determination, unless exceptions are granted by the Board of Directors.

Mechanism 1: Extension

When necessary, a State may request an extension of up to six months beyond the three-month
grace period to allow for additional time for payment. The extension request, which shall
include an explanation of extraordinary circumstances and the established plan for payment,
must be submitted to the Executive Director in writing on State letterhead and signed by the
Voting Member. The extension request must be submitted no later than October 15,




At the October Board Meeting following the end of the fiscal year, the Board of Directors will
review any extension requests and make determinations for approval at that time. If an extension
is not approved, the State will be deemed “not in good standing” and immediately notified. If an
extension is approved, the State is expected to pay its dues prior to the expiration of the
extension. Additional extension requests beyond six months are highly discouraged; however,
the Board of Directors reserves the right to grant these and will evaluate individual requests on a
case-by-case basis for States that can demonstrate significant progress towards payment.

Mechanism 2: Waiver

In dire situations, a State may request a dues waiver to remain in good standing. The dues
waiver request, which shall include an explanation of why the State’s annual dues cannot be paid
for that fiscal year and a rationale for granting a waiver of the State’s suspension of membership,
shall be submitted to the Executive Director in writing on State letterhead and signed by the
Voting Member. The dues waiver request must be submitted either (1) by October 15 if not
requesting an extension, or (2) prior to the expiration of any granted extension, when a State
would be automatically deemed “not in good standing” as a result of nonpayment.

Upon receipt of the request, the Board of Directors will evaluate the information provided during
the next regularly scheduled quarterly Board Meeting and, at that time, make a determination to
(1) restore all of the rights and privileges of membership; (2) restore partial rights and privileges
of membership; or (3) suspend the State for up to one year from date of determination. The State
will be immediately notified of the Board’s decision.

Reinstatement after Suspension
Payment of dues in the following fiscal year will entitle a State to participate fully in the
Association as soon as any suspension has expired.

Adopted by the ASTSMWO Board of Directors on May 19, 2026.



