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Mahesh Albuquerque
Director, Division of Oil and Public Safety

Mahesh is the Director of the Division of Oil and Public Safety at
the Colorado Department of

Labor and Employment. He joined the Division in 1999 as an
Environmental Protection

Specialist, served in roles of increasing responsibility, and was
appointed Director in 2008. The Division administers laws and
regulations governing environmental, consumer protection and
public safety, including Colorado’s UST, LUST and Fund
programs. He inspires, encourages and motivates his team to
create and implement innovative solutions to enhance program
effectiveness and deliver outstanding public service.

Mahesh is a member of Colorado’s Senior Executive Service (SES) team and manages key
federal programs and bridges the gap between political appointees and the civil service
workforce. He has forged strong relationships locally and nationally with industry stakeholders
and federal agencies including EPA, NIST, DOE and DOJ. He collaborates with stakeholders
on policy matters and routinely testifies for the Division at the legislature. He has been
instrumental in developing many innovative pieces of legislation that have transformed how the
Division delivers service.

Mahesh has been an active member of ASTSWMO since 2005, served on the UST Taskforce
and chaired the Emerging Fuels Taskforce. He presented at two ASTSWMO Tanks
Workshops, and during the plenary session of the 2019 Annual Meeting. He has actively
engaged with EPA at the regional and national level and has presented at several National
Tanks Conferences. Mahesh has contributed several articles to the Think Tanks column in
LUST Line a NEIWPCC bulletin. He also serves on the leadership team of the National
Association of State Aboveground Storage Tank Programs (NASAP). He was elected and
served as the President of the Western Weights and Measures Association (WWMA) in 2014
and as Chairman of the National Council on Weights and Measures (NCWM) in 2023. He
continues to serve on the Board of Directors as Treasurer for both these national associations.

Mahesh began his career as an environmental consultant in the Midwest in 1992. He has B.S.
and M.S. degrees in Geology from the University of Bombay, completed postgraduate studies
at the University of Minnesota, and Senior Executive Leadership programs at Cornell
University and at the Harvard Kennedy School of Government.

He lives and enjoys Colorado’s outdoors and travelling with his wife Danita and son Francis,
who have even accompanied him to a few ASTSWMO annual meetings.
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