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November 18, 2025 
 
Dear ASTSWMO Family,  
 
Over the last year my family and I embarked on a home renovation.  We’d been dreaming of this 
renovation for years – the house met our basic needs, but we needed to improve the space that 
we had outgrown. I tell you this, because just as my family spent the year working with 
contractors evaluating, designing, and building our home addition, the ASTSWMO Board, with 
support from the wonderful facilitator Laura Malone, ASTSWMO Alum from Arizona DEQ, worked 
on updating ASTSWMO’s Strategic Plan. This work involved outreach to members and federal 
partners, evaluation of our 2020-2025 Strategic Plan goals, and facilitated discussion to outline 
ways for ASTSWMO to continue to grow. The work resulted in the new opportunities, strategies, 
and outcomes found in our 2026-2031 Strategic Plan under our existing goals to provide 
assistance to the membership; strengthen and develop strategic partnerships; and ensure a 
sustainable organization. The new plan also maintains ASTSWMO’s existing Mission, to enhance 
and promote effective State and Territorial programs and to affect relevant national policies for 
waste and materials management, environmentally sustainable practices, and environmental 
restoration. 
 
This Strategic Plan update couldn’t have been completed without the dedicated work of the 
Executive Committee, Regional Board Representatives, Subcommittee Chairs, and ASTSWMO 
Staff. I want to extend my sincerest thanks to the outgoing Board Members who aided in this 
process: Sarah Visser (GA), Christine Sieger (WI), Ruben Zamarripa (MO), and Lene Ichinotsubo 
(HI), as well as the outgoing Subcommittee Chairs Judy Fassbender (WI) and Russ Olsen (WA). 
Thank you to outgoing Past-President Amy Brittain (OK) for her leadership and service to the 
Board, and to Laura Malone, our Strategic Planning Queen.   
 
Thank you to our Executive Director, Dania Rodriguez, for her unwavering support of ASTSWMO 
and passion for the success of our State and Territorial programs. Also thank you to the ASTSWMO 
staff Max Burrows, Kerry Callahan, TJ Gannon, Anna Gayle Griffiths, Sam Puffenbarger, and Maria 
Warner, for all they do to execute meetings, maintain the website, and support the work of the 
Subcommittees, Task Forces, and Focus Groups.  
 
ASTSWMO Staff, Task Force and Focus Group Members, and Subcommittee leadership were 
especially critical this year as ASTSWMO hosted the 2025 ASTSWMO Joint Hazardous Waste and 
Materials Management Training and members had roles at the National Tanks and National 
Brownfields Conferences over the summer. These dedicated volunteers are also working to 
develop 101 program webinars to provide valuable resources to assist with onboarding new staff 
in our State environmental programs.  The Tanks Subcommittee recently rolled out UST, LUST, and 
Financial Responsibility 101 Webinars, and more resources in the form of recorded presentations 
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and webinars are available or under development for the coming year. Be sure to check out the 
Resources section of the ASTSWMO website for loads of training resources helpful to staff of all 
levels.  
 
This year was also challenging for our State and Territorial programs, federal partners, and 
ASTSWMO. As I said in my Vice-President speech, as States and Territories, we cannot solve all 
our challenges alone and we need to continue to work together to move our programs forward.  
I am excited to continue to work with you, our ASTSWMO Board, and our federal partners as your 
2025-2026 Association President to continue to tackle our joint challenges. I look forward to 
working alongside our newest Board members who joined in October: Region 4 - Juli Blalock (SC), 
Region 5 - Brian Wolff (IN), Region 7 - Tom Buell (NE), and Region 9 - Erica Kalve (CA), and new 
CaBS and Tanks Subcommittee Chairs Sheri Uhlenbruch (KY) and Mihir Mehta (SC), respectively.  
I’m also excited for Christine Sieger (WI) to continue to serve on the Board by joining the Executive 
Committee as the next Vice-President and serve alongside me, Past-President Suzanne Engels 
(WY), and Secretary-Treasurer Casey Korbini (WV). As a Board, we are already starting to 
implement the new Strategic Plan and are open to hearing any feedback you have on your needs 
so that we can achieve our collective mission to enhance and promote effective programs and to 
affect relevant national policies.  
 
Looking ahead to 2026, please mark your calendar as I hope to see you at the 2026 Mid-Year 
Meeting, May 20-21 in Grand Teton National Park, WY, and at the 2026 Annual Meeting, October 
29-30 in Arlington, VA.  Details on these upcoming and past events are available on ASTSWMO’s 
events page. 
 

Best regards,  
 
 
 
Kathryn Perszyk 
2025-2026 ASTSWMO President 
 

       
 

Before After 
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