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ASTSWMO, Providing Pathways to Our
Nation's Environmental Stewardship Since 1974

2026 ASTSWMO ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA
October 29-30, 2026
Renaissance Capitol View Hotel
Arlington, VA

“Safety”

AGENDA AT-A-GLANCE

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2026

7:00-8:30 AM Meeting Check-In — Beverages Provided

8:30-9:45 AM Welcome & Opening Remarks and ASTSWMO Election

9:45 - 10:15 AM Networking and Election Break — Beverages Provided

10:15-12:00 PM | Plenary Sessions

12:00-1:30 PM Lunch on your own

1:45-2:45 PM Plenary Session

2:45-3:15PM Networking Break — Light Refreshments Provided

3:15-4:45 PM Plenary Session

5:30-7:00 PM Reception & ASTSWMO Lifetime Achievement Award
— must be pre-registered to attend.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2026

7:30-8:30 AM Meeting Check-In — Light Refreshments Provided

8:30-9:45 AM Program Breakouts & Roundtables

9:45 -10:15 AM Hotel Check-Out Break — No Refreshments Provided

10:15-11:30 AM | Program Breakouts & Roundtables

ASTSWMO GIVES BACK RECIPIENT:

FUTURE MEETINGS
www.astswmo.org



http://www.astswmo.org/

Day 1: Thursday, October 29, 2026
7:00 AM —8:15 AM  ANNUAL MEETING CHECK-IN - No on-site registration

8:30-8:50 AM
WELCOME / OPENING REMARKS / ELECTION
e Kathryn Perszyk, VA DEQ, ASTSWMO President
e U.S. EPA Office of Land and Emergency Management (OLEM): TBD

8:50-9:00 AM
ASTSWMO 2026-2031 Strategic Plan Overview — Year 1 Accomplishments
e Kathryn Perzyk, VA DEQ, ASTSWMO President

9:15-9:45 AM
ASTSWMO 2026 Election
Introduced by: Suzanne Engels, WY DEQ, ASTSWMO Past-President

e Candidate(s) for Vice-President:
e Candidates(s) for Secretary-Treasurer

9:45 -10:15 AM ASTSWMO Election & Networking Beverage Break / Foyer

10:15 AM — Noon Plenary Sessions

Two panels will be offered during this plenary session that will focus on the meeting theme of
safety. One panel will feature State speakers highlighting their safety programs for State staff to
ensure procedures and rules are designed to prevent injuries, health hazards and ensure legal
compliance. The other panel will feature 3M discussing their safety program including a study

they conducted on PPE as well as emergency preparedness.
e Session 1:10:15-11:00
o Tiffany Michaud, ME DEP
o Kaniz Priyana, IL EPA

e Session2:11:00-12:00
o Arielle Cook-Mills, COHC, 3M

12:00-1:30 PM Lunch (on your own)
1:45-5:00 PM Plenary Sessions
1:45 - 2:45 PM Right of Entry/Access Issues

2:45-3:15PM Networking Break



3:15-4:45 PM Communicate to De-Escalate

Whether it’s at work, school, or in the community, people today seem to have less patience and
shorter fuses. Interactions are less respectful and more likely to escalate than in the past,
sometimes turning violent. Even minor disagreements can quickly become full-blown conflicts.
In environments of intense emotions and escalating conflict, employees can feel unsafe, teams
may not function, students may not learn, and customers may be left unsatisfied. The National
Conflict Resolution Center’s (NCRC) “Communicate to De-Escalate” training teaches frontline
employees successful de-escalation strategies and prepares them to navigate difficult
conversations while promoting safety, respect, and dignity for everyone involved. By de-
escalating tense situations, employees can slow down, reduce, and prevent further conflict.

5:30-7:00 PM
ANNUAL MEETING RECEPTION: Hosted and Funded by the ASTSWMO Board of Directors —
Must Be Pre-Registered to Attend. Awards presentation, including Lifetime Award to EThamke.

Day 2: Friday, October 30, 2026

7:30 AM —8:30 AM  ANNUAL MEETING CHECK-IN (No on-site registration)

8:30-9:45 AM PROGRAM BREAKOUTS

CERCLA and Brownfields: From Data to Action: Leveraging Geospatial Data for Planning,
Community Engagement, and Implementation to support Brownfield Assessment, Cleanup,

and Redevelopment
Moderator: TBD

e Hazardous Waste

e Materials Management
Tanks State-EPA Roundtable: LUST
Closed discussion for State, Territorial, and EPA attendees
Moderator: Mary White, CO OPS, ASTSWMO LUST Task Force Chair

Topics to be discussed include:

e MStC Implementation

e State Fund Soundness Review
e EOQY Performance Measures

e State Success Stories



9:45 -10:15 AM HOTEL CHECK-OUT BREAK
10:15-11:30 AM PROGRAM BREAKOUTS
CERCLA and Brownfields State-EPA Roundtable — Room: TBD
Closed discussion for State, Territorial, and EPA attendees
Moderator: TBD
e Hazardous Waste
e Materials Management
Tanks State- EPA Roundtable: UST
Closed discussion for State, Territorial, and EPA attendees
Moderator: David Levering, NE Fire Marshal’s Office, ASTSWMO Release Prevention Task Force
Chair
Topics to be discussed include:
e Results of ASTSWMOQ’s Common Compliance Violation’s Ranking

e Source and Cause of UST Releases
e State Success Stories

11:30 AM ADJOURN



