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Draft May 20-21, 2026 

ASTSWMO Mid-Year Meeting Agenda 
Jackson Lake Lodge, Grand Teton, WY 

 
 
Wednesday, May 20, 2026 
 
7:00 – 8:15 AM – Registration Activities Desk  
Meeting Check-in (no on-site registration) and light continental breakfast available. 
 
The morning plenary sessions will be held in the Explorers Room. 
 
8:30 – 8:50 AM  
Welcome and Opening Remarks 
Moderator:  Kathryn Perszyk, VA DEQ, ASTSWMO President 
Speakers: 

• Suzanne Engels, WY DEQ, ASTSWMO Past-President  

• Todd Parfitt, Director, WY DEQ  

• Cyrus Western, EPA Region 8 Administrator 
 

8:50 – 9:15 AM 
Keynote Speaker: Superintendent Jenkins, Grand Teton National Park 
 
9:15 – 9:25 AM  
Introduction to Risk Communication Training 
Speakers:  

• Madeline Beal, EPA 

• Michael Nye, EPA 
 
9:25 – 9:30AM         
ASTSWMO Gives Back: Hole Food Rescue     
Introduction by Dania Rodriguez, ASTSWMO Executive Director 
 
  

 

https://www.holefoodrescue.org/
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9:30 – 10:00 AM Networking and Coffee Break 
 
10:00 – Noon   
Risk Communication: Useable, effective, evidence-based tools and techniques for better strategy, 
messaging, and overall implementation 
 
Using EPA’s SALT Framework, a foundation of social science, and personal experience, the presenters 
will talk through best practices in risk communication. The discussion will include a focus on a variety 
of key topics including PFAS, legacy pollutants, scientific uncertainty, risk perception, and building trust. 
Speakers:  

• Madeline Beal, EPA 

• Michael Nye, EPA 
 
Noon – 1:30 PM  
Lunch hosted by the ASTSWMO Board of Directors for all meeting attendees at the lodge 
Mural and East Mural Rooms 
 
1:40 – 4:35 PM Program Breakout Sessions 
 
1:40 – 2:55 PM Sessions 
 
Joint Hazardous Waste & Materials Management Session on Management of Vapes 
Explorers Room 
Moderators: Melissa Ferree (DE), ASTSWMO Hazardous Waste Subcommittee Chair, and James 
Jennings (IL), ASTSWMO Materials Management Subcommittee Chair 
 
Management of vapes is an issue for both State and Territorial hazardous waste and materials 
management programs.  The Chairs of ASTSWMO’s Hazardous Waste and Materials Management 
Subcommittees will provide brief overviews of issues from each program perspective.  A speaker from 
EPA’s Office of Resource Conservation and Recovery (ORCR) will talk about the status of EPA’s activities 
regarding vapes, also known as e-cigarettes.  A representative from TerraCycle will discuss the 
company’s vape collection and recycling program.  Following the presentations, the session will provide 
time for discussion among speakers and attendees. 
Speakers: 

• Amanda Kohler, EPA ORCR 

• Kevin Flynn, TerraCycle 
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CERCLA and Brownfields Breakout Session: Parks and Rec Wyoming: “I am 100% certain that I am 
0% sure of what I'm going to do!” 
Moderator: Jason Seyler, MT DEQ 
Grizzly Room 
 
Abstract: Sometimes situations happen when readying sites for re-use that sound like they came 
straight out of an episode of the beloved sitcom, Parks and Recreation. Redevelopment is coming, and 
some real curveballs may be thrown your way, but that’s OK. The Brownfields Focus Group will highlight 
situations where there were some significant surprises including when human remains were found 
during remediation, a fire starting on a property that changed the sampling strategy, and more! Using 
lessons learned, we’ll present best management practices when working toward redevelopment as a 
goal, even when feeling like Leslie Knope and saying, “I need you to text me every 30 seconds that 
everything is going to be ok”. Please bring your own situations to this informal gathering of colleagues 
and you may walk away with solutions for current and future situations that may inspire a Mouse Rat 
song. 
 
Tanks Breakout Session: State Fund Deductibles and Eligibility Requirements  
WPH Room 
Moderator: David Deaton, CA SWB 
 
The Financial Responsibility Task Force will present findings from 23 States and Territories on UST State 
Fund deductibles and eligibility requirements. This introductory review explores how varying 
deductibles may function as compliance incentives and summarizes the diverse approaches to fund 
coverage. The Task Force will also highlight Pennsylvania and Maine and how they implement their 
deductible and eligibility structures. 
Speakers: 

• Chris Fournier, ME DEP 

• Ben Lorah, PA DEP 

• Colleen Rennaker, IDEM 
 
Federal Facilities Breakout Session: Understanding Unlimited Use/Unrestricted Exposure (UU/UE) at 
MMRP Sites: State Perspective 
Moderator: Dominique Forrester, CA DTSC, ASTSWMO Federal Facilities Subcommittee Vice-Chair 
Osprey Room 
 
The State-Federal Coordination Focus Group is hosting a presentation on its latest paper: 
“Understanding Unlimited Use/Unrestricted Exposure (UU/UE) at Military Munitions Response 
Program (MMRP) Sites: Implications for Long-Term Risk Management”. This session will examine the 
process State regulators and federal partners undertake to designate MMRP sites as UU/UE, and the 
unique factors one must consider when dealing with the acute dangers of munitions. 
Speakers: 

• Cody Totten, KS DHE  

• Kalan Briggs, MI EGLE 
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2:55 – 3:20 PM Networking Break 
 
3:20 – 4:35 PM Breakout Sessions 
 
Hazardous Waste Breakout Session: Tabletop Exercise in Crisis Risk Communication 
Explorers Room 
Moderator: Melissa Ferree (DE), ASTSWMO Hazardous Waste Subcommittee Chair 
 
Session attendees will engage in a facilitated tabletop exercise using a scenario and role-playing that is 
designed to put into action the skills learned during the plenary session.   
Speakers: 

• Madeline Beal, EPA 

• Michael Nye, EPA 
 
Materials Management Session: Post-Closure Care of Subtitle D Landfills 
Osprey Room 
Moderator: Joshua Rhoades (IL), ASTSWMO Disposal and Conversion Task Force Vice-Chair 
 
This session will address issues States and Territories are encountering as these facilities approach or 
reach 30 years of post-closure care, but continue to present environmental concerns. The Vice-Chair of 
ASTSWMO’s Disposal and Conversion Task Force will briefly introduce the topic and then turn to State 
perspectives on how these issues are being addressed in practice. One State speaker will summarize a 
State’s approach to practical decision-making when evaluating landfills reaching 30 years of post-
closure care, including financial assurance considerations. Another State speaker will discuss types of 
financial assurance mechanisms States use, including practical lessons learned from mechanisms that 
have worked well and those that have created challenges. 
Speakers: 

• Joe Goicochea, OH EPA 

• Susanne Miller, ME DEP 
 
CERCLA and Brownfields Breakout Session: Adding to your Remedial Toolbox: An Overview of the 
Spreadsheet for Environmental Footprints Analysis 
Grizzly Room 
Moderator: Courtney Fung, MI EGLE 
 
The remedy selection process can be challenging. The EPA’s Spreadsheets for Environmental Footprint 
Analysis (SEFA) is a tool project managers can use to evaluate remedies holistically. SEFA calculates a 
project’s projected energy use, water use, material use, waste volumes, and emissions. SEFA’s 
comprehensive tracking method can help identify elements of a remedy which are environmentally and 
economically intensive, allowing for remedy comparison or remedy optimization earlier in the remedial 
process.  
Speakers:  

• Mark Domaracki, NY DEC 

• Patricia Burke, RI DEM 
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Tanks: Communicating Risk: How to use HRSC to Achieve Low Threat Closure  
WPH Room 
Moderator: Becky Feidler, IL EPA 
 
This session covers how high-resolution site characterization (HRSC) supports low threat closures at 
contaminated LUST sites by reducing key uncertainties and clearly delineating exposure pathways and 
receptors. Speakers will present case studies and State input on the use of HRSC to promote low-threat 
closures. The session will continue with a moderated panel of State regulators and EPA OUST to share 
lessons learned, policy adaptations, and real-world outcomes, followed by audience Q&A. 
Panel Members: 

• Will Anderson, EPA OUST 

• Dayna Cordano, CA SWB 

• Mike Pecorelli, UT DEQ 

• Mary White, CO OPS 
 
Federal Facilities: Conceptual Site Modeling: Evaluating Site Data for Remedy Optimization 
Buffalo Room 
Moderator: Jennifer Talbert, CO CDPHE, Federal Facilities Subcommittee Chair 
 
ASTSWMO’s Remediation and Reuse Focus Group will present on conceptual site modeling, data 
quality, and different strategies regulators can employ when conducting an optimization study.  
Speakers: 

• Mark Collar, CO CDPHE 

• Jason Lowery, WI DNR 
 
5:30 – 6:30 PM  
Reception for all meeting attendees.  Hosted by the ASTSWMO Board of Directors 
Trappers/Explorers Room 
 
Excursion into downtown Jackson: Buses will be departing the lodge at 6:45 PM.  Each passenger will 
pay $10 cash to board the buses.  Your name badge indicates if you reserved a seat on the bus along 
with any additional guests included in your party.  Buses will depart downtown Jackson no later than 
10:00 PM to return to the lodge.  
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Thursday, May 21, 2026 
 
7:00 – 8:00 AM  Light continental breakfast available – Trappers Room 
 
8:00 – 10:30 AM Program Roundtables 
 
8:00 – 9:00 AM 
 
Hazardous Waste Roundtable with EPA 
WPH Room 
Moderator: Melissa Ferree (DE), ASTSWMO Hazardous Waste Subcommittee Chair 
 
Topics to include: 

• Status of all hazardous waste related rulemakings 

• Planning for a fully electronic manifest 

• Elimination of IRIS 

• “Your Issues” – issues raised by Roundtable attendees 
 
Materials Management Roundtable with EPA 
Osprey Room 
Moderator: James Jennings (IL), ASTSWMO Materials Management Subcommittee Chair 
 
Topics to include: 

• Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) rulemaking, permit program approval process 

• Solid Waste infrastructure for Recycling (SWIFR) and Recycling Education and Outreach (REO) 
grant program activities 

• Scrap tires – rulemaking for scrap tire pile cleanups and future activities 

• Surface soils containing low concentrations of PFAS 

• Any follow up to the Vapes session 
 
CERCLA and Brownfields Breakout Session: Tabletop Exercise: Hazard, Impact, and Action: An 
Interactive Session to Improve your Risk Communication in the Real World 
Explorers/Trappers Room 
 
Working with true-to-life scenarios, the instructors will lead an interactive session focused on improving 
risk communication using EPA's SALT (Strategy, Action, Learning, and Tools) Framework. SALT is a 
process framework using evidence-based risk communication techniques. The session will include a 
focus on messaging in uncertainty and the importance of taking an HIA (Hazard Impact Action) 
approach to developing key messages. 
 
Speakers:  

• Madeline Beal, EPA 

• Michael Nye, EPA 
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Tanks Roundtable with EPA (States Only) 
Grizzly Room 
Moderators: David Levering (NE), ASTSWMO Release Prevention Task Force Chair and Marta 
Grabowski, EPA OUST Region 8 
 
The first half of the Tanks Roundtable with EPA will cover the Compliance Program.  
Topics to include: 

• Common Compliance Violations  

• Return to Compliance  

• Source and Cause of Releases 
 

Federal Facilities Roundtable with States and Federal Agencies 
Buffalo Room 
Moderator: Jennifer Talbert (CO), ASTSWMO Federal Facilities Subcommittee Chair 
 
9:00 – 9:30 AM Break for Lodge Checkout 
 
9:30 – 10:30 AM Continuation of Roundtables 
 
Hazardous Waste Roundtable with EPA 
WPH Room 
Moderator: Melissa Ferree (DE), ASTSWMO Hazardous Waste Subcommittee Chair 
Continuation of the first Roundtable 

 
Materials Management “Your Issues” Roundtable 
Osprey Room 
Moderator: Michael Bankoff (CO), ASTSWMO Beneficial Use Task Force Chair 
 
This interactive session will allow information-sharing among States and Territories on materials 
management topics identified by attendees as well as by the ASTSWMO Materials Management 
Subcommittee.   
Topics identified to date include: 

• Solar panels on landfills 

• Critical materials 

• Permitting – enhanced efficiency 

• Developing Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) work 

• Food waste depackaging regulation 

• ASTSWMO Radiation Task Force’s work on TENORM disposal 
 

CERCLA and Brownfields Roundtable with EPA (States Only) 
Explorers/Trappers Room 
Moderator: Sheri Uhlenbruch (KY), ASTSWMO CERCLA and Brownfields Subcommittee Chair 
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Federal Facilities Roundtable with States and Federal Agencies 
Buffalo Room 
Moderator: Jennifer Talbert (CO), ASTSWMO Federal Facilities Subcommittee Chair 
Continuation of the first roundtable 
 
Tanks Roundtable with EPA (States Only) 
Grizzly Room 
Moderator: Mary White (CO), ASTSWMO LUST Task Force Chair and Will Anderson, EPA OUST. 
The second half of the Tanks Roundtable with EPA will cover the LUST Cleanup Program.  
Topics to include: 

• Quickly Addressing UST Releases 

• Brownfields and Tanks  
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:30 AM 


