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To Follow Along with Using the SEFA Tool. Go here 
and download these three Excel Workbooks:

https://clu -in.org/greenremediation/SEF A/  

https://clu-in.org/greenremediation/SEFA/
https://clu-in.org/greenremediation/SEFA/
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https://clu-in.org/greenremediation/SEFA/


Adding to your Remedial Toolbox: 
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ASTSWMO: Investigation and Remedy Selection Focus Group

ASTSWMO MYM - Jackson, Wyoming, May 2026 2



Outline
1.  Introduction to SEFA

2. Overview  of the SEFA Quick Reference 
Guide 
o When to use it
o Why is it helpful?

3. Using the SEFA Tool

4. SEFA Case Study ς Region 2

3



1. What does "SEFA" stand for?

o EPA developed a set of analytical workbooks 
known as "SEFA" ( Spreadsheets for 
Environmental Footprint Analysis ) to help 
decision -makers analyze the environmental 
footprint of a cleanup alternative, determine 
which cleanup activities drive the footprint, and 
adjust project parameters to reduce the 
footprint. 

2. What is an environmental footprint?

o An environmental footprint is the amount of 
natural resources and waste products required 
to complete a project. The SEFA tool 
quantifies the footprint in 5 core elements: 
Waste & Materials, Water, Energy, Air and 
Lands and Ecosystems

Introduction: What is SEFA?
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The ASTSWMO Investigation and Remedy Selection 
Focus Group completed a Quick Reference Guide 
(QRG) to serve as a practical, step -by -step guide for 
using SEFA.

The QRG helps users prepare and enter data using 
{9C!Ωǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŜȄŎŜƭ-based workbooks (Main, Input, 
and Calculations). It explains how to break 
down project activities into remedy components 
and evaluate resource needs when completing a 
footprint analysis.

The QRG is not intended to be a comprehensive 
guide for the remedy selection process but rather 
offers an additional lens to evaluate otherwise 
comparable remedial actions.

The SEFA QRG
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SEFA is most often used to study or quantify the 
environmental footprints of remedial alternatives at 
the remedy selection phase. 

o Provides baseline information for site 
managers on the "cost" of the remedy in terms 
of natural resources

o Evaluated in the remedy selection process
o Can be used during the remedy design to 

identify areas where reductions can occur
o May include both the remedial portion and 

long -term site management 
o Can also be a valuable tool during a remedial 

optimization project

When to use it?
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Why is it helpful?

Å Additional tool to differentiate between 
comparable remedies

Å Evaluate cost -effective alternatives
Å Promote transparency with stakeholders
Å Identify resource intensive elements of a 

project  
Å Clearly defines all resources involved in 

remedy
Å Identify opportunities for efficiency
Å Clarifies roles and responsibilities  
Å Evaluate impact of Best Management 

Practices (BMPs)  
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Using the SEFA Tool
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SEFA: Downloading the files
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Step 1: Download the SEFA Workbook 
Sheets 
https://clu -in.org/greenremediation/SEFA/  

Step 2:  Gather information on remedial 
alternatives 

A. Gather cut sheets to help make 
selections in SEFA

B. The more complete and accurate the 
initial information gathered the more 
accurate the footprint analysis will be. 

SEFA: Before the Workbooks

10

https://clu-in.org/greenremediation/SEFA/
https://clu-in.org/greenremediation/SEFA/
https://clu-in.org/greenremediation/SEFA/


SEFA: The Workbooks
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SEFA: "Main" Workbook
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SEFA: "Input" Workbook Setup
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SEFA: "Input" Workbook Gather Info
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SEFA: "Input" Workbook Data 1
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SEFA: "Input" Workbook Data 2
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