
WE FOUND A BODY

From Voluntary Cleanup Site 

to High-Profile Crime Scene



verses Powell County, MT???

Å Powell County = the size of 
Delaware at 2,333 square 
miles

Å Population = 7,193

Å Stoplights - 1



verses Powell County, MT???

Å 1908 ς 1980 Railroad Operated
Å Constructed a 500,000 gallon concrete vault/UST for diesel/Bunker C

Å 2005 ς County paid $1,185.39 for 11 acres, in order to receive a $500,000 State 
Cleanup Grant

Å 2008 ς EPA TBA performed 
Å Looking at extent of metals contamination
Å Discovered sheen on Tin Cup Joe Creek

Å 2011 ς EPA Emergency Response under Oil Protection Act
Å Excavated vault and diesel impacted soils
Å Installed a groundwater capture wall
Å Excavated out and replaced Tin Cup Joe Creek

Å 2014 ς USCG ς National Pollution Funds Center gives County
  a bill for $4,000,000.

Å USCG claims County is Strict/Joint/Severally liable under OPA 
Å There is no AAI/BPP under OPA
Å County disputes being a Responsible Party and claims non-viability

Å 2014-2018 ς DEQ uses $4,000,000 of legislative funding to perform 
 RI & 40,000 tons of soil excavation

Å 2018 ς County settles with USCG for $200,000
Å 2024 ς Received a site-specific Brownfields eligibility determination
Å 2025 ς Applied for a FY26 Brownfields Cleanup Grant
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Lyon Oil, Madison, WV



Toxic Burn Dump Ą
Playground 

Proactive Communication
ÅParks & Rec
ÅHealth Department 
ÅCity Manager & media

Imminent Hazard:  2-hour notification requirement



Troutdale Riverfront Redevelopment ï Northwest Oregon

Rebecca Wells-Albers

Oregon DEQ

Statewide Brownfield CoordinatorLabor Day Weekend 2018
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Complicating 
Factors

ÅActive versus inactive

ÅImpacts from long term rail use including 
migration/deposition

ÅAbandoned structures and utilities

ÅAccess

ÅRights-of-way buffers

ÅOwnership questions

ÅRemoval/clean-up needs

ÅCommunicating/negotiating with Railroad 

ÅUnexpected and unique situations



Former 
Foundry 
Warehouse/
Office Bldg

Photos, maps, and source 
documents used with permission 
from TRC and City of Lynchburg EDA 



Background

1961 Plat

1948 т Southern Railway Co 
(Norfolk Southern) sold to 
the Foundry

1996 т Sold to Private Entity

2009 т Sold to the City

2020 т Brownfields 
Assessment Started 



Phase I ESA

1951 Sanborn Map Update



Sampling
Challenges: Access/ROW, 
Source Locations, Utilities

Solution: Coordinate with 
RR to traverse within ROW, 
Geophysics, Careful 
Measurements



Redevelopment

Source: City of Lynchburg Elevation and Terrain Map 
Viewerhttps://mapviewer.lynchburgva.gov/mapgallery/map.html?webmap=0e4826f7261544abaa799ccf8c08137e
Accessed 05/08/2026



Redevelopment
Added Structural 
Engineering Evaluation 
to Planning Effort



Redevelopment Plans



Mitigation Malfunctions

16

What to do when the engineering control goes wrong?!

ÅWe manage risk, not full 
remediation

ÅResidential reuse

ÅPlan approved by State

ÅCompletion report photos 
didnôt match the plan (or as-
built)

ÅAccessibility Issue

The bottom lineé 

Å Trust but verify

ÅAdd institutional controls



Boom Goes the Phosphorus!!

Jamilah Harris  NJDEP



2nd Street Park, Perth Amboy, NJ 


