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ASSOCIATION OF STATE AND TERRITORIAL SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT OFFICIALS 
2026 RCRA Hazardous Waste Cleanup Workshop 

 

September 15-16, 2026 

Embassy Suites Louisville Downtown, 501 South 4th Street, Louisville, KY 
 

AGENDA 
 

AGENDA AT-A-GLANCE 
 

Tuesday, September 15, 2026 

7:00 – 8:00 AM Meeting Check-In (No on-site registration)  

8:00 – 8:30 AM Welcome & Opening Remarks  

8:30 – 9:00 AM Plenary Session  

9:05 – 10:05 AM Breakout Sessions   

10:05 – 10:30 AM Networking Break  

10:30 – 12:05 PM Plenary Sessions  

12:05 – 1:35 PM Lunch on Your Own  

1:35 – 2:25 PM Breakout Sessions  

2:25 – 2:45 PM Networking Break  

2:45 – 5:15 PM Plenary Sessions   

5:30 – 6:30 PM Networking Reception hosted by the ASTSWMO Board of Directors  

   

Wednesday, September 16, 2026 

7:00 – 8:00 AM Meeting Check-In (No on-site registration)  

8:05 – 9:00 AM Plenary Session  

9:05 – 10:05 AM Breakout Sessions  

10:05 – 10:35 AM Break & Hotel Check-Out  

10:35 – 11:35 AM Breakout Sessions  

11:35 – 12:00 PM Plenary Session: Resources and Closing Remarks  

12:00 PM Adjourn the Workshop  
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Workshop Overview 
 
This workshop offers two separate tracks. The “Advanced Track” addresses complex issues and is directed toward 
experienced Hazardous Waste Cleanup Program staff. The “Basic Track”, designed for early-career Hazardous Waste 
Cleanup Program staff, will follow a simulated site through the entire RCRA Cleanup Program process. Because each 
“Basic Track” session builds on the previous presentation, early-career staff are encouraged to attend all four “Basic 
Track” sessions. The Plenary sessions will address issues relevant to both new and experienced staff. This Workshop 
aims to provide a forum for information sharing and dialogue among participants with varying levels of experience and 
knowledge.    
 
Note: All “Basic Track” sessions will be held in the Edison Square and all “Advanced Track” sessions will be held in 
the Clark Salon.  
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Day 1, Tuesday, September 15, 2026 
 

7:00 – 8:00 AM  Meeting Check-In (No on-site registration) 
 
8:00 – 8:30 AM  Welcome & Opening Remarks 
Edison Square 

 
Speakers: 
o Kathryn Perszyck, ASTSWMO President  
o Brian Osterman, Director, Kentucky Division of Waste Management, Director 

o Britta Bierwagen, U.S. EPA Office of Resource Conservation and Recovery (ORCR)   
 

8:30 – 9:00 AM  Plenary Session 
Edison Square 

 
Celebrating Accomplishments and Addressing Future Goals 
Moderator: Aaron Newton (KY), Chair and Region 4 Representative, ASTSWMO Corrective Action and Permitting (CAP) 
Task Force 

 
After 30 years of the Hazardous Waste Cleanup Program, it is time to take stock of our achievements and acknowledge 
current and future challenges. EPA has set ambitious goals for 2030, that address cleanups and long-term stewardship 
of facilities. The recent focus on cleanup completion and making facilities available for redevelopment is raising 
questions and highlighting programmatic issues. These issues facing the Hazardous Waste Cleanup Program set the 
stage for this workshop. 

 
Speakers: 

o Britta Bierwagen, U.S. EPA ORCR  
 

9:05 – 10:05 AM  Breakout Sessions 
 

Basic Track: RCRA Facility Assessments 

Edison Square 

 

Moderator:  Melissa Ferree (DE), Chair, ASTSWMO Hazardous Waste Subcommittee  
 
An introduction to RCRA Facility Assessments (RFAs) for new Corrective Action Project Managers.  
 
Speakers: 

o Paige Walton (UT), Region 8 Representative, ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 
o Mary Cottrell (AZ), Vice-Chair and Region 9 Representative, ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 
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Advanced Track: Cost Estimating for RCRA Corrective Action 

Clark Salon  

 

Moderator: Robin Thomas (AZ) Vice-Chair, ASTSWMO Hazardous Waste Subcommittee 
  
An overview of RCRA Corrective Action cost estimates, emphasizing the regulator's role in the process. Participants will 
learn a practical 12-step methodology to confidently review and validate cost estimates.  
  
Speaker: 

o Corey Hendrix, U.S. EPA Region 4 
 

10:05 – 10:30 AM Networking Break 
 
10:30 – 12:05 PM Plenary Sessions 
 
10:30-11:00 AM 

Edison Square 

 
Moving Vapor Intrusion (VIGW) from Exposure-Assessment Paralysis to Protection 
Moderator: Aaron Newton (KY), Chair and Region 4 Representative, ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 

 
This presentation addresses how States and EPA can move away from costly, time-consuming, and ineffective vapor 
intrusion (VI) indoor air exposure-point concentration assessments by following RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI) 
guidelines to stop the further migration and dilution of contamination. This is the same approach used for 
contamination dissolved in groundwater, now extended to the vapors lost from groundwater plumes wherever they 
occur, with priority on stopping those vapors before they enter the built environment, where human exposure is 
inevitable. 
 
Speaker: 

o Henry Schuver, U.S. EPA ORCR 
 

11:05 AM – 12:05 PM  

Edison Square 

 

Tools for Groundwater Flow in Cleanup Investigations 

Moderator: Aaron Newton (KY), Chair and Region 4 Representative, ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 

 

A discussion of hydrogeology at hazardous waste cleanup sites with a focus on vadose zone transport and groundwater 

flow for plume delineation. 
  

Speaker: 
o Tim McKinsey, South Carolina Department of Environmental Services 

 

12:05 – 1:35 PM Lunch on Your Own 
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1:35 – 2:25 PM   Breakout Sessions 
 
Basic Track: RCRA Facility Investigations/Risk Basics 

Edison Square 

 

Moderator: Kimberly Tyson (MI) Region 5 Representative ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 

 
An introduction to RCRA Facility Investigations (RFIs) for new Corrective Action Project Managers. Key discussion 
topics will include “Where do I start with an RFI?” and “What important questions need to be answered by an RFI?” 

 
Speaker: 

o Ethan Upton, Utah Department of Environmental Quality 
 
Advanced Track: Getting MNA Right: Source Control, Plume Behavior, and Adaptive Strategies for Successful 

Attenuation  

Clark Salon 

 

Moderator: Ron Doughten (OR), Region 10 Representative, ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 

 
This session will explore why monitored natural attenuation (MNA) remedies can underperform, how source control 
affects cleanup timeframes, and how plume behavior can reveal gaps in understanding source architecture or transport 
pathways. It will also discuss strategies for successful MNA, including transitions from active remediation, performance 
monitoring, contingency planning, and adaptive management. 
 
Speaker:  

o Jeff Christopher, U.S. EPA Region 3 
 

2:25 – 2:45 PM  Networking Break  
 
2:45 – 5:15 PM   Plenary Sessions 

 
2:45 – 3:40 PM 

 
Long Term Stewardship: What Does It Mean? How Do We Implement? An EPA Region 4 Perspective 

Edison Square 

 

Moderator: Mary Cottrell (AZ) Vice-Chair and Region 9 Representative, ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 

 
EPA Region 4 staff will present approaches they have used to meet the goals of an effective long-term stewardship 

program.  

 
Speakers: 

o U.S. EPA Region 4 Panel:   

• David Egetter 

• Brian Bastek 

• Iris Diaz Olmo  

• Jeanette Verduin 
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3:45 – 4:30 PM   
 

RCRAInfo Best Practices: Telling the Cleanup Story 

Edison Square 

 
Moderator: Aaron Newton (KY), Chair and Region 4 Representative, ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 
 

This presentation will cover the basics of RCRAInfo/Metabase and provide guidance on managing data entry and using 

these systems to accurately track and report data on RCRA Corrective Action cleanups.  

 

Speakers: 
o Jenny Dollens, U.S. EPA ORCR 
o Chris Muir, U.S. EPA ORCR 

 

4:30 – 5:15 PM   
 
Recording the End of Corrective Action: Performance Standards Attained/Process Terminated (CA900/CA999) 
Edison Square 

 
Moderator: Aaron Newton (KY), Chair and Region 4 Representative, ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 
 
This session will explain the RCRAInfo code series CA900 and CA999. Participants will discuss challenges in determining 
which code to use, as well as issues in interpreting the data. 
 
Speakers: 

o Jenny Dollens, U.S. EPA ORCR 
o Becky Cuthbertson, U.S. EPA ORCR 

 

5:30 – 6:30 PM  Networking Reception hosted by the ASTSWMO Board of Directors 
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Day 2 Wednesday, September 16, 2026 
 

7:00 – 8:00 AM  Meeting Check-In (No on-site registration) 
  

8:05 – 9:00 AM  Plenary Session  
Edison Square 

 
Parceling 

Moderator: Mary Cottrell (AZ) Vice-Chair and Region 9 Representative, ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 

 
This session will discuss the issues that arise when an owner of a RCRA treatment, storage, and/or disposal facility sells 
a parcel of the facility. The speaker will provide an overview of the benefits of parceling, as well as the concerns that it 
raises, and present some factors that program staff may consider when addressing a parceling scenario, particularly at 
a permitted facility. Attendees will have the opportunity to share their firsthand experiences with parceling. 

 
Speaker: 

o Cathy Davis, U.S. EPA ORCR 
 

9:05 – 10:05 AM  Breakout Sessions 
 

Basic Track: Corrective Measures Study (CMS) 

Edison Square  
 
Moderator: Mary Cottrell (AZ) Vice-Chair and Region 9 Representative, ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 

 
An introduction to the CMS for new Corrective Action Project Managers. Key discussion topics include the purpose of 
a CMS and its four steps: (1) identifying & developing Corrective Measure alternatives, (2) Evaluation of Corrective 
Measure alternatives, (3) justifying and recommending Corrective Measures, and (4) reporting. 
 
Speaker: 

o Maureen Hatfield (TX), Region 6 Representative, ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 

 
Advanced Track: Special Provisions and Policies in Cleanups – CAMUs 

Clark Salon 

 
Moderator: Ron Doughten (OR), Region 10 Representative, ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 

 

In this session, Utah and U.S. EPA will present on Corrective Action Management Units (CAMUs) at permitted facilities 

and contrast CAMUs with Areas of Contamination, Staging Piles, and Temporary Units. CAMUs, along with these other 

units, have special provisions designed to facilitate cleanups. Utah will present a case study of a recently approved 

CAMU at a former steel manufacturing facility. 

 

Speakers: 
o Becky Cuthbertson, U.S. EPA ORCR 
o Paige Walton (UT), Region 8 Representative, ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 
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10:05 – 10:35 AM Break/Hotel Check-out 
 
10:35 – 11:35 AM Breakout Sessions 
 
Basic Track: Corrective Measures Implementation (CMI) – Corrective Action Complete 

Edison Square 

 
Moderator: Marianna Cosentino (NJ), Region 2 Representative, ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 
 
This session concludes the “Basic Track’s” beginning-to-end walkthrough of the Corrective Action process, covering the 

implementation of selected remedies and the final “completion” of hazardous waste cleanups.   

 
Speaker: 

o Kimberly Tyson (MI), Region 5 Representative, ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 
 

Advanced Track: Advanced Closure and RCRA Exit 

Clark Salon 

 

Moderator: Aaron Newton (KY), Chair and Region 4 Representative, ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 
 

This session will discuss questions that arise as facilities cease treatment, storage, and disposal activities and seek to 

terminate RCRA obligations, particularly permit obligations. The EPA speaker will provide an overview of some of the 

questions EPA has received about ending RCRA obligations. The State speaker will discuss Georgia’s process for closing 

permits once Corrective Action is complete. Attendees will have the opportunity to share their experiences. 

 

Speakers: 
o Cathy Davis, U.S. EPA ORCR 
o Jim McNamara, Georgia Environmental Protection Division 

 
11:35 AM – 12:00 PM Plenary Session: Resources and Closing Remarks 
Edison Square 

 
Speakers: 

o Melissa Ferree (DE), Chair, ASTSWMO Hazardous Waste Subcommittee 
o Aaron Newton (KY), Chair, ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 
o Mary Cottrell (AZ), Vice-Chair, ASTSWMO CAP Task Force 

 
12:00 PM   Adjourn the 2026 ASTSWMO Hazardous Waste Cleanup Workshop 

 


