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A Cautionary Tale

... when things go wrong in Hazardous Waste 
Clean Up records.



• The story you are about to see is real.  

• Only the names have been changed.  



Facility Background

• In operation since the ‘50s

• Messy permitting process

• Around 100 Solid Waste Management Units 
(SWMU) identified in early Facility 
Assessments



The Next Two Decades

• Corrective Action Process Stalled

• Documents lost

• Incomplete Permit in Records

• Details lost to time

• RCRA Info Corrective Action Module 
Introduced in 2008 – no historical info entered



Starting over

• Records search

• Rotating Staff

• Months to find the right documents

• Still somewhat unclear



Missing Info

• About a third easily verified as No Further 
Action (NFA)

• A few Historic SWMUs

– Documented Request for NFA 

– Sampling results with no determination

• Some work may need to be repeated if not 
verifiable



Plan going forward

• RCRA Info is OUR TOOL

• More detailed entries

• Better Public Record

• A clear story of the Clean-up Process
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