
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ASTSWMO STATE SUPERFUND AND BROWNFIELDS SYMPOSIUM 

AUGUST 4-6, 2026 
Marriott Chattanooga Downtown 
Two Carter St, Chattanooga, TN 

 

Meeting Theme: “Changing Landscapes” 

 
 

AGENDA AT-A-GLANCE 
 

 

meet.astswmo.org 

 
 
 
 

Tuesday, August 4, 2026 

7:00 – 8:15 AM Meeting Check-In – Light Refreshments Provided  

8:15 – 8:45 AM Welcome & Opening Remarks  

8:45 – 9:30 AM ASTSWMO CERCLA and Brownfields Spotlight  

9:30 – 10:00 AM Networking Break  

10:00 – 12:00 PM Plenary Session See Detailed Agenda 

12:00 – 1:30 PM Lunch-On Your Own  

1:30 – 3:00 PM Program Breakouts See Detailed Agenda 

3:00 – 3:30 PM Networking Break  

3:30 – 4:45 PM Program Breakouts See Detailed Agenda 

5:00 – 6:30 PM Reception  

Wednesday, August 5, 2026 

7:30 – 8:30 AM Meeting Check-In – Light Refreshments Provided  

8:30 – 10:00 AM Plenary Session See Detailed Agenda 

10:00 – 10:30 AM Networking Break  

10:30 – 12:00 PM Program Breakouts See Detailed Agenda 

12:00 – 1:30 PM Lunch-On Your Own  

1:30 – 3:00 PM Program Breakouts See Detailed Agenda 

3:00 – 3:30 PM Networking Break See Detailed Agenda 

3:30 – 5:00 PM Program Breakouts See Detailed Agenda 

Thursday, August 6, 2026 

7:30 – 8:30 AM Meeting Check-In – Light Refreshments Provided  

8:30 – 12:00 PM Town Halls See Detailed Agenda 

https://meet.astswmo.org/
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Day 1: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
7:00 – 8:15 AM   Symposium Check-In 
Mezzanine 
Light breakfast, coffee, tea, beverages will be available.  
 
8:15 – 8:45 AM   Welcome and Opening Remarks  
Plaza AB 
 
Moderator:  Kathryn Perszyk, VA DEQ, ASTSWMO President 
 
Speakers: 

• Kathryn Perszyk, VA DEQ, ASTSWMO President 

• Dr. Ronné Adkins 

•  Adkins, TDEC 

• Mark Barolo, US EPA 

• Helena Healy, US EPA 

• Jerry Minor-Gordon-English, US EPA 
 
8:45 – 9:30 AM   Plenary Session:  ASTSWMO CERCLA and Brownfields Subcommittee Showcase Showdown 
Plaza AB 
 
Moderator: Sam Puffenbarger, ASTSWMO 
 
Members of each of the ASTSWMO CERCLA and Brownfields Focus Groups will give a brief overview of membership, 
accomplishments and future projects. 
 
9:30 – 10:00 AM  NETWORKING BREAK 
 
10:00 – 12:00 PM  Tennessee Superfund and Brownfield Case Studies  

PLAZA AB 

Moderator: Paula Middlebrooks, TN DEC and Katie Neighbors, IDEM 

Speakers:  

• Steve Sanders, TDEC 

• Michael Lewis, TDEC 

• Johanna Heywood, LaBella Associates 

• Troy Keith, TDEC 

• Jasmin Jefferies, EPA Region IV 

• Cayla Hayeslip, TN Department of Health 
 
A Home Run Brownfield: Transforming a closed Foundry 
 
For over 100 years, the US Pipe site was one of Chattanooga’s largest foundries. Vacant for approximately 20 years and 
52 acres in size, it is located adjacent to I-24 and was a highly visible gateway of decay to the city. The site is now being 
transformed under the state’s Voluntary Cleanup Program into one of the city’s crown jewels. This plenary session will 
include discussion of the challenging and creative technical, administrative, and legal solutions that have streamlined 
processes, saving time, land, and financial resources. 
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12:00 – 1:30 PM  LUNCH (ON YOUR OWN) 
 
1:30 PM – 3:00 PM  BREAKOUTS 
 
Session 1 
CERCLA: ARARs Training 
Plaza AB 
 
Moderator: Chloe Wells, AZ DEQ 

Speakers:  

• David Buxbaum, US EPA Region 4 

• Jennifer Currie, AK DEC 
 
Session 2 
Brownfields: Metric Magic: Measuring Local Economic and Social Impact from Brownfields Redevelopment 
Plaza C 
 
Moderator: David Foss, MA DEP 
 
Speakers: 

• Jamilah Harris, NJ DEP 

• Karen Weber, VA DEQ 

• Taryn Horn, NE DWEE 
 
What happened at that site after the initial Brownfields investment? Showcasing the success of brownfield 
redevelopment projects is an important and sometimes overlooked step in the brownfield redevelopment process. This 
session features panelists who have implemented a variety of methods to assess the economic and social impact of 
successful brownfield redevelopment projects. Participants will learn the 3W’s (What? Why? When?) for metric creation 
and implementation; how to develop metrics based on site characteristics and/or end use; techniques for customizing 
their own data sets as they manage the remediation and redevelopment of their projects, and discuss lessons learned 
and challenges faced in trying to measure the outcomes from Brownfield investments. 
 
3:00 – 3:30 PM   NETWORKING BREAK 
 
3:30 – 5:00 PM   BREAKOUTS 
 
Session 1 
CERCLA: ARAR’s Training  
Plaza AB 
 
Moderator: Chloe Wells, AZ DEQ 

Speakers:  

• David Buxbaum, US EPA Region 4 

• Jennifer Currie, AK DEC 
 
 
Session 2 
Brownfields: Small-Scale Tools Creating Large-Scale Changes 
Plaza C 
 
Moderator: Maryam Tasnif-Abassi, CA DTSC 
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Speakers: 

• Shelby Powell, OH EPA 

• Addie McClain, AR DEQ 

• Lamont Price, TN Department of Economic and Community Development 

• Jason Seyler, MT DEQ 

• Aditi Chakravati, US EPA Region 4 
 
This session brings together a set of concise, high-value mini-presentations showcasing how small tools, programs, and 
strategies can drive meaningful brownfield transformation. The sessions will highlight practical funding opportunities, 
simple planning tools, innovative concepts, and lessons learned that demonstrate how modest interventions can unlock 
larger revitalization outcomes throughout the country. Participants will gain a clear understanding of how to leverage 
flexible resources, apply replicable approaches, and use small ideas to create outsized benefits for their communities. 
 
• Small TAG Grants – How small USEPA Technical Assistance Grant 128(a) add-ons can expand innovation, meaningfully 
expand community engagement and accelerate brownfield decision-making. 
• Opportunity Zones 2.0 – A quick overview of OZ 2.0 updates and practical lessons learned from earlier designations to 
help communities leverage the program more effectively. 
• Revolving Loan Fund Innovations – Real-world examples of how brownfield practitioners are creatively using RLF loans 
and program earnings to unlock challenging redevelopment projects 
 
 
5:30 – 6:30 PM  Reception hosted and sponsored by the ASTSWMO Board of Directors  
Mezzanine 
 
 

 
Day 2: Wednesday, August 5, 2026 
 
7:30 – 8:30 AM  Symposium Check-In 
Mezzanine 
Light breakfast, coffee, tea, beverages will be available.  
 
8:30 – 10:00 AM  Plenary Session: Artificial Intelligence: The Good, The Bad and the Ugly 
Plaza AB 
 
Moderator: Natasha DiPietro, CA DTSC 
 
Speakers: 

• Vojin Janic, TDEC 

• Ashley Pulley, TDEC 

• Dr. Jessica Steinberg, IU Bloomington 
 
This plenary session will examine the opportunities, practical limitations, and environmental concerns associated with AI 
technology. This session will feature speakers from the Tennessee Department of Environment & Conservation and 
Indiana University Bloomington. 
  
AI is not here to think for us. Attendees will learn the right way to ask for help, some of the biggest misunderstandings, 
and will hear examples of how AI is being used in everyday government work. Attendees will also gain insight into the 
environmental costs of AI technology, which includes a significant increase in demand for resources, and a discussion of 
environmental considerations for future policy and technology. 
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10:00 – 10:30 AM  NETWORKING BREAK 
 
 
10:30 – 12:00 PM  BREAKOUTS 
 
Session 1 
CERCLA and Brownfields : PFAS – An Emerging Reality 
Plaza AB 
 
Moderator: Patrick Medland, CO DPHE 
 
Speakers: 

• Dylan Eberle, Geosyntec 

• William Ottoway, NY DEC 
 
It is increasingly clear that per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) are ubiquitous in the environment, including in areas 
with no identifiable local sources.  Thus, an understanding of the typical ranges of PFAS background concentrations across 
environmental media is critical to the identification of source areas, development of robust PFAS-specific conceptual site 
models, and the selection of appropriate environmental actions. Speaker Bill Ottaway of NYSDEC will highlight the results 
from New York State's state-wide PFAS background study and analysis of other state-wide data sets. Speaker Dr. Dylan 
Eberle of Geosyntec consultants will then explore the relationship between background PFAS concentrations and current 
regulatory standards and screening levels.  Dr. Eberle will examine how PFAS background levels often exceed current risk-
based screening levels and how this paradigm may be factored into site investigation and remedial decision making. 
 
 
Session 2  
Removals and Emergency Response: Lithium-Ion Batteries: Fire Response 
Tennessee River Room 
 
Moderator: David Friedman, NV DEP 
 
Speakers: 

• Bryan Vasser, US EPA 
 
Lithium-ion battery incidents present complex hazards—thermal runaway, toxic/corrosive off-gassing, re-ignition risk, 
and unusual waste disposal considerations. This session shares EPA emergency response challenges, lessons learned, 
and the most up to date resources for: real-time air monitoring and protective actions; cooling and re-entry decisions; 
and post-incident waste management—characterization, packaging, transport, and disposal coordination to accelerate 
safe recovery. 
 
 
12:00 – 1:30 PM LUNCH (ON YOUR OWN) 
 
 
1:30 – 3:00 PM   BREAKOUTS 
  
Session 1  
CERCLA : Residential Lead Updates, Layering of Institutional Controls, and other non-engineered tools 
Plaza AB 
 
Moderator: Brian Stanilla, OK DEQ and Brett Fisher, VA DEQ 
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Speakers: 

• Jennifer Hovis, US EPA 

• Brian Stanilla, OK DEQ 

• Shelby Johnston, US EPA 
 
This session will consist of a panel composed of EPA and State partners. EPA presenters will provide an overview of the 
2025 Residential Lead Directive, introduce key concepts to layering of institutional controls (IC), and emphasize the 
importance of utilizing an IC Implementation and Assurance Plan to manage the many layers of protection. State 
presenters will provide Superfund Site case studies that highlight the ways ICs and non-engineered tools create layers of 
protection. 
 
Session 2 
Removals and Emergency Response: Transitions from Removal to State Oversight 
East/West Room 
 
Moderator: David Friedman, NV DEC 
 
Speakers: 

• Crosley Welch, MO DNR 

• Craig Thomas, US EPA 
 
In this presentation we will be conducting a case study of the Critical Mineral Recovery fire, which was a large-scale 

lithium battery recycling facility which caught fire for 11 days and had an emergency response timeframe of nearly 12 

months. We will discuss the hazards which are present when lithium batteries go into thermal runaway, and the 

challenges to extinguish a lithium battery fire. We will discuss the impact on the environment and what plans were 

designed to prevent further environmental impacts. We will summarize how the Incident Command Structure (ICS) was 

used, and how the incident was transitioned into a long-term management site. By the end of this presentation, 

listeners should have a better understanding of a large-scale lithium battery fire response, and the variety of factors that 

should be considered when responding to a lithium battery fire.        

Transition from Emergency Response to State Oversight during the Menominee, MI warehouse fire. This session focuses 
on an EPA-lead Unified Command during the emergency response phase of the Menominee, MI warehouse fire incident, 
and subsequent transitions to a Multi-Agency Coordination Group and ultimately to a State of Michigan-lead project. 
 
 
Session 3 
Brownfields: Small Budgets: Affordable Housing on Brownfields 
Tennessee River Room 
 
Moderator: Stacey VanPatten, MN MPCA 
 
Speakers: 

• Bill Schmithorst, NC DEQ 

• Bryce Koukopoulos- Woodlands Development & Lending 

• Allison Stanley, UT DEQ 

Redeveloping brownfield properties into affordable housing presents an opportunity to address housing shortages while 

returning underutilized land to productive use. This session features three complimentary presentations highlighting 

innovative redevelopment projects and the strategies and challenges behind their success, including public-private 

partnerships, environmental planning, and collaborative problem solving.  Attendees will gain insight into project 

timelines, funding, key regulatory requirements, and the perspectives of both developers and environmental regulators 
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throughout the redevelopment process.  Participants will leave with a better understanding of how collaboration, 

creative financing, and practical environmental solutions can help transform contamination and underused properties 

into safe, affordable housing.   

 
 
3:00 – 3:30 PM   NETWORKING BREAK:  SNACKS PROVIDED 
 
3:30 – 5:00 PM   BREAKOUTS 
 
Session 1 
CERCLA: Funding State Superfund Work with Cooperative Agreements 
Plaza AB 
 
Moderator: Katelyn Kane-Devries, AZ DEQ 
 
Speakers: 

• Judy Fassbender, WI DNR 

• Ellyn Fine, US EPA 

• Taryn Horn, NE DWEE 
 
Cooperative agreements continue to be a key tool to fund important State work in the Superfund program. EPA will give 
an overview of the different types of Superfund cooperative agreements, the range of eligible activities and the 
requirements which come with this funding.  The State of Wisconsin will provide an overview of the cooperative 
agreements between US EPA and Wisconsin DNR and the diversity of work completed in Wisconsin as a result of the 
cooperative agreements.  One of the agreements funds a special long term stewardship (LTS) project.  The tasks 
underway are evaluating appropriate institutional controls are in place and that they are adequate to ensure long-term 
protectiveness.  A review of the project scope, including findings, concerns and solutions will be shared.    
 
 
 
Session 2 
Brownfields: Small Towns: Main Streets and Brownfields 
Tennessee River Room 
 
Moderator: Amanda Limacher, CT DEEP 
 
Speakers: 

• Elise Molleur, NJIT 

• Maggie Balanger, KSU TAB 
 
Come hear from NJIT (Region 2&4 TAB provider) and KSU TAB (Regions 5, 6, 7, and 8 TAB Provider) on successful ways to 
make big Brownfields impacts in Small communities and along rural Mainstreets. Frontier and small Mainstreet 
communities often have no excess capacity and are struggling to keep the lights on and the water and sewar flowing in 
the right direction. Approaching these under-resourced communities regarding the benefits of Brownfields is often seen 
locally as adding yet something else to a plate that’s way too full. NJIT and KSU TAB will provide tips and examples of 
how they’ve approached skeptical communities and how they’ve initiated/maintained these relationships that have 
resulted in hugely successful Brownfields projects. They will also spend time discussing the importance and successful 
strategies for involving youth in the planning for future community resources. 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Day 3: Thursday, August 6, 2026 

7:30 – 8:30 AM Light Continental Breakfast, coffee and tea will be available  
Mezzanine 
 
8:30 – 10:00 AM  TOWNHALLS 
 
CERCLA and Brownfields Townhall  
Plaza AB 
Closed Session (States and Federal Agencies Only) 
 
Moderators: Amy Brittain, OK DEQ and Judy Fassbender, WI DNR 
 
10:00-10:45  Break and Hotel Checkout 
 
10:45-12:00  TOWNHALL 
 
CERCLA and Brownfields Townhall  
Plaza AB 
Closed Session (States and Federal Agencies Only) 
 
Moderators: Amy Brittain, OK DEQ and Judy Fassbender, WI DNR 
 
12:00 PM Adjourn  
 
Upcoming ASTSWMO Meetings:  https://astswmo.org/events/ 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 
 

 
 Meeting Evaluation 

https://astswmo.org/events/

