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What is a Superfund Cooperative 
Agreement?

•Funds wide range of Superfund activities

•Non-competitive and managed by EPA 
Regions

•Funding levels consistent despite process 
changes 

•May award appropriations, special 
account, Superfund tax funding

2See 40 CFR 35.6000-35.6820 for more information. 



Types of  Superfund CAs
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Site Specific

• Pre-Remedial  

• Remedial Response

• Removal Response

• Support Agency 

• Enforcement 

Non-site specific

• Core



Pre-Remedial Response CA
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Eligibility

• States, Tribes, Political Subdivisions

Eligible Activities

• Preliminary Assessment

• Site Inspection

• Hazard Ranking System related 
activities



Remedial Response CA

Eligibility

• States, Tribes, Political Subdivisions

Eligible Activities

• Remedial investigation/Feasibility studies

• Site-specific Institutional Control 
Implementation and Assurance Plans 
(ICIAPs) and/or IC analyses 

• Remedial design
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Remedial Response CA
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Eligible Activities (continued)

• Remedial action

• Conduct Five-Year Reviews

• Implement ICs (ensure activities are selected in a decision 
document and are not state O&M responsibilities)

Remedial Action Reminders

• CERCLA Assurances required (cost share, operation and 
maintenance, real property, waste transfer/disposal, waste 
capacity)

• Compliance with Build America, Buy America Act (BABA) 

• All federally funded public infrastructure projects for 
construction related work must use U.S. made iron, steel, 
manufactured products, and construction materials. 



Support Agency CA

What is a support agency?

• Reviews response data and documents, 
provides data to the lead agency, and 
offers other assistance to the lead agency.

Eligibility

• States, Political subdivisions, Tribes for 
meaningful and substantial involvement 
(per CERCLA and NCP).
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Support Agency CA Eligible Activities
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Document Review and Comment

• PA/SI

• NPL listing process

• RI/FS

• ARAR waivers

• Remedy selection

Participation in 

• Long-term planning process

• PRP negotiations

• Five-year review process

• Site-specific Institutional Controls Implementation and 
Assurance Plans (ICIAPs) and/or IC analyses 



Removal Response CA
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Eligibility

• States, Political subdivisions, Tribes

• Planning period of more than six months

Eligible Activities

• Non-Time Critical Removal Actions

• Implementation of ICs as removal action 
(documented in an Action Memo and ensure 
activities are not state post-removal site 
control responsibilities)



Enforcement CA

Eligibility
• State or Tribe with authority, 

jurisdiction, and the 
administrative capabilities to 
take an enforcement action(s) to 
compel PRP cleanup of the site 
or recovery of cleanup costs

Eligible Activities
• Identify Potentially Responsible 

Parties (PRPs)
• Conduct settlement negotiations
• Take enforcement actions against 

PRPs
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Just like unicorns, enforcement 
CAs have not been seen 
(recently)…



Core Program CA
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Eligibility

• State or Tribe

Eligible Non-Site-Specific Activities

• Procedures for emergency response or 
environmental/health risks during RA

• Legal and enforcement support

• Hire and train staff

• Develop and implement IC programs

• Create databases/websites, GIS tools, develop and 
update model documents, routine inspection and/or 
reporting processes, address public inquiries, “call 
before you dig” programs, legal document repositories 
and other program management tasks



Can a state do that under a Superfund 
Cooperative Agreement? If so, what kind?

Example 1 – Develop one-call system program,  IC registry 
database/website, or model notice of contamination materials

Yes, Core CA

Example 2 – Conduct annual site inspections to ensure compliance 
with implemented land and/or groundwater use restrictions

No, this is considered state O&M

Example 3 – State is leading remedial action and wants to reduce 
cost share through contributing gravel to create an access road to 
the remedial project. 

Yes, in-kind contribution (documented in Remedial Response CA)

Example 4 – State to install a cap to support construction of a 
parking lot instead of vegetative cover per Record of Decision

No, this is remedy enhancement

Example 5 - Write a Five-Year Review

Yes, Remedial Response CA
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