Southside Chattanooga Lead
Superfund Site

Tackling the Seemingly Impossible
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Welcome to Chattanooga
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Once upon a time...
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W Foundries: Brass, Iron, Other (16)
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Is It Foundry Sand?
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Chronology of Events

«  2/25/2011 TN Dept. of Health (TDH) contacts state environmental agency (TDEC) for assistance
- 4/6/2011 TDEC, EPA and TDH conduct site recon

- 5/2/2011 EPA conducts Round 1 of sampling

- 8/2011 Report received for Round1. Recon for Round 2

« 10/2011 Round 2 of sampling

- 3/2012 Door to door access requests and Public Meeting

« 5/2012 Round 3 of sampling

- 6/2012 Nearby school is sampled

- 7/2012 Round 4 of sampling - outlying areas (253 locations)

- 11/2013 Removal completed at 84 homes...

And so it begins...
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Partnerships with Health Agencies

Figure 3. Percent of Tested Children* (Ages 6 Months to 72 Months) with BLL = 3.5
ug/dL

16%
14%
< 12%
g 10%
g 8%
S 6%
L 4%
100 W M e M e s B B .
0%

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
M Southside  8.8% 11.2% 10.6% 10.3% 6.7% 2.1% 3.8% 9.8% 7.8% 6.5%
M Hamiltont  5.4% 4.4% 4.0% 4.0% 3.1% 2.6% 2.1% 3.8% 2.9% 1.5%
M Statewide  6.6% 3.9% 3.8% 3.5% 3.0% 2.0% 2.3% 2.7% 2.6% 1.6%

. H _'_ H . .
Data Source: Lead TRK, TN Dept. of Health, Updated 4/24/2026 W Southside M Hamilton M Statewide *Error bars represent 95% confidence intervals
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valuated Under the SI
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@ Frontyard, lead ¢y Back yard, lead Lead Results
below RML. below RML. April 2012 Removal Assessment
Front yard, lead gy Back yard, lead Read Avenue (South Chattanooga) Lead Site
above RML. above RML. Chattanooga, Tennessee
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Sampling and Removal Activities
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® 4,172

SOUTHSIDE LEAD SITE CLEANUP PROGRESS

PROPERTIES
SAMPLED

® 1,750 oo,

PROPERTIES
REMEDIATED

(V) 1,221

FROM SAMPLING TO REMEDIATION

All properties
sampled to date as
part of the Southside
Chattanooga Lead
Site.

Current properties
with lead levels
above the EPA action
level of 360 parts per
million (ppm).

Properties that have
been cleaned up to
EPA standards.

Properties remaining

PROPERTIES
529 REMAINING
IN QUEUE

in the current
remediation queue.

MAKING PROGRESS. PROTECTING OUR COMMUNITY.
Sampling and remediation activities are ongoing. Property counts and percentages are based on data available as of July 8, 2026. EPA and our
partners remain committed to protecting public health through continued sampling, remediation, and community engagement efforts.
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BY THE NUMBERS

4,172

Properties Sampled of 5,474
Residential Properties

1,750 ey

Sampled Properties Above
360 ppm

1,221

Properties Remediated of Those
Identified for Remediation

529

Properties Remaining in
Queue for Remediation

76%

70%

30%



Cowart Place

161 27

SAMPLED REMEDIATED

Southside Gardens

84 37

SAMPLED REMEDIATED

Richmond

51 20

SAMPLED REMEDIATED

469 81

SAMPLED REMEDIATED

Jefferson Heights
111 14

SAMPLED REMEDIATED

Highland Park
D 1338 680

SAMPLED REMEDIATED

Oak Grove
452 143

SAMPLED REMEDIATED

East Lake
1506 219

SAMPLED REMEDIATED
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A\ CHALLENGES & OUR RESPONSE

CHALLENGE OUR RESPONSE

RELATIONSHIP BUILDING

Meet residents where they are through evening
and weekend outreach, community events,
bilingual communication, and flexible
scheduling.

COMMUNITY TRUST & PROPERTY
® ACCESS

* Diverse community perspectives and
concerns can make property access more
challenging.

* Rental properties and vacant parcels require
additional coordination.

ADAPTIVE FIELD OPERATIONS

Cover stockpiles, pump water from
excavations, adjust schedules, and shift
crews to maximize productivity.

Rain, snow, and other extreme weather
events can delay field work.




INVESTING IN PEOPLE. STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES.

SUPERJTI 30 SUPERIT

(Superfund Job Training Initiative) Losalifesiderts Galiig COHORT

Providing local residents with the skills and certifications hands on training and IN EPA REGION 4!
to build careers on the Superfund site and beyond. real opportunities.
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2-WEEK TRAINING INCLUDES:
HAZWOPER LEAD ABATEMENT
o 40 HOUR ﬁ WORKER TRAINING o CERFILTAD

a
Q OSHA 10 HOUR a8 CONSTRUCTION SAFETY :.“ SOFT SKILLS
N @® TRAINING

REAL TRAINING.

REAL SKILLS.

REAL OPPORTUNITY.

Preparing today for careers in environmental

cleanup and beyond.

FROM OUR COMMUNITY @ - @ ) =l @ b e
70 A STRONGER FUTURE

LOCAL HANDS ON INDUSTRY WORKFORCE CAREER
RESIDENTS TRAINING CERTIFICATIONS READY OPPORTUNITIES




COMMUNITY OUTREACH & SAMPLING PROGRESS

7,800%

Community outreach efforts completed to engage
residents and share project information via door
knocking and phone calls.

%

Community meetings, information sessions,

and engagement activities held throughout the
project area.

GISTGS

Signed access agreements.

Note: this number includes properties that are within the study area but are
currently inaccessible or otherwise unable to be sampled.

Mailings sent to inform residents about the site.




Why This Work Matters

There is no safe level of lead.
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Partnerships with Health Agencies

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA)

Gave EPA responsibility of: Established ATSDR to:

Assess the presence and nature of health hazards to
communities living near Superfund sites, to help
prevent or reduce harmful exposures, and to expand
the knowledge base about the health effects that result
from exposure to hazardous substances

Identifying, investigating, and cleaning up hazardous
waste sites
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Partnerships with Health Agencies

Environmental Agency for Toxic Substances and
Federal Protection Agency Diseases Registry
(EPA) (ATSDR)
Tennessee Department TDH CEDEP
of Environment and Environmental
Conservation Epidemiology Program
(TDEC) (EEP)

'Health




Partnerships with Health Agencies

A.P.P.L.E.T.R.E.E.

ATSDR’S Partnership to Promote Local
Efforts to Reduce Environmental
Exposure




Cayla Hayeslip
Cayla.Hayeslip@tn.gov
615-741-8489
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Thank You

Troy Keith
Troy.Keith@tn.gov

423-260-3011
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Jasmin Jefferies
Jefferies.Jasmin@epa.gov
404-562-8443
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