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Environmental Justice
NC DEQ Program

ÅEnvironmental justice is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement 
of all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income, with 
respect to the development, implementation, and enforcement of 
environmental laws, regulations, and policies (US EPA).

Å2017: NCDEQôs EJ Program establishment

Å2018: NCDEQòS Secretaryôs Environmental Justice and Equity Advisory 
Board establishment

Å2019: NCDEQôs Community Mapping System and EJ Tool Development
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Stakeholder Engagement and 
Development Process

ÅAcademic Focus Groups

ÅSpoke with GIS and EJ scholars from NC State, Chapel Hill, Duke, 
UNCG, NC Central, UNC Charlotte, and App State

ÅCalls with other states that have developed EJ mapping tools

ÅMeetings with Pennsylvania, California and EPA

ÅPublic Community Meetings

ÅWayne County

ÅForsyth County

ÅRutherford County

Å6 Small Community Organization Meetings/Calls

ÅWebsite and Public Survey



Initial Development

ÅLet the user define their community;

ÅDevelop an interactive system;

ÅEnsure data are up-to-date;

ÅShow DEQ relevant data
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Goals
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Website

Department of Environmental Quality

https://deq.nc.gov/outreach-education/environmental-justice/deq-north-carolina-
community-mapping-system

Also on the Website:

ÅOther States

ÅSurvey

ÅóHow Toô

ÅóGlossary of Termsô

ÅBackground document

https://deq.nc.gov/outreach-education/environmental-justice/deq-north-carolina-community-mapping-system


Community Mapping System
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Racial/Ethnic composition:
ÅShare of nonwhites and Hispanic or Latino (of any race) is over fifty percent OR
ÅShare of nonwhites and Hispanic or Latino (of any race) is at least ten percent higher than 
County or State share.
AND
Poverty rate:
ÅShare of population experiencing poverty is over twenty percent AND
ÅShare of households in poverty is at least five percent higher than the County or State share.
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Info Summary
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Permit Information


