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ASTSWMO

u Represents all States, Territories, and District of Columbia
on Solid Waste Issues

u Communicates frequently with EPA and others

u ASTSWMO Board unanimously approved position paper in
July 2020, then sent it to EPA

Link:
http://astswmo.org/astswmerecyclingposition-paper/



http://astswmo.org/astswmo-recycling-position-paper/

Stresses on Current Recycling System

u Export Marketsdramatically changed
u Insufficient domestic markets
u Market fluctuations

u Drop in material value
u Type of materialaised in packaging changing
u Increasean packaging and single use products

u Confusionwith what is recyclable
u Wishcycling Contamination




Product/Packaging
Designers Not
Recyclers

Contamination
& Wishcycling

Mixed
Messages

High Volume

Low Value
Materials

of Material
Market
_ Multi_— If Not Recycled, FlGUELTol
Packaging material Adds to Disposal
Changes Packaging Issues
i
Increased Cost to

Recycle

A Courtesy of WA Dept. of Ecology



u

u

u

u

Status Quo Not Sustainable
Recycling Is at a Crossroads

High Costs

Municipalities / consumers
u Have no control over types of materials used

Virgin materials, often subsidized, are cheaper than recyclables

Some question value of recycling



NERC MRF Survegommodity Value

https://nerc.org/documents/NER®eporton-BlendedMRFValuesin-the-NortheastAugust2020. pdf
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NERC MRF Survefrocessing Costs

https://nerc.org/documents/NER®eporton-BlendedMRFValuesin-the-NortheastAugust2020. pdf
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Note: Processing costs are much greater than commaodity value.
Does not include costs to collect and transport recyclables to the MRF.
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Birmingham Real-Time News

Avondale recycling drop-off center
closing forever in December
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Posted Nov 28, 2018

College Place City Council
puts brakes on recycling

Andy Porter Mar 28, 2018 Updated Mar 28, 2018
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“I’ll make my saddest second ever,” said Councilman Michael Cleveland. “This is really
disappointing but this is the way it is ...” " x E ~ F
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COLLEGE PLACE — Due to markets for recyclable materials becoming unsustainable,
the City Council Tuesday voted to suspend its recycling program.

After discussing the issue, Councilman Loren Peterson made the motion “to suspend
curbside recycling until such time as the market prices make the cost of recycling

affordable.” :
AL: Your role in news and our state’s future.
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