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Brief History

2002: Washington had 11 facilities with TSD permits and 4 
permit writers and 1 permit engineer

2004: Permit lapses and budget cuts called for a change.
So Ecology decided to go to an expedited permit plan 
eliminating NODs and structuring the permit process.

2012: Because of success, permit renewal and 
modification times reduced even further

2016 and present: Use current goals with 5 permitted 
facilities, 1 permit writer and 1 permit engineer*

* Does not include Hanford facility
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Overview

The Department of Ecology’s goals 
are:

To complete Class 1 modifications 
within 30 days

To complete Class 2 modifications sent 
for Public Comment within 6 weeks

Renew TSD permits within 18 months
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Overview

Current Average Time per Modification 
= 36 days

Percentage of modifications meeting 
goal = 59%

Longest modification held at Ecology 
= 14 days



Permit Modifications
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Permit 
Modifications

Facility sends an informal notice of 
its intention to create a permit 

modification

Ecology confirms modification 
class type

Facility provides draft copy of 
modification
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Permit 
Modifications

Draft permit modification is reviewed by 
Permit Engineer

Associated Inspector
Permit Writer

Other personnel as applicable
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Permit 
Modifications

Ecology uses Microsoft SharePoint to distribute and store 
facility modification requests
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Permit 
Modifications
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Permit 
Modifications

Ecology sends back comments on draft modification 
(sent from facility)
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Permit 
Modifications

When all sides agree, the facility sends 
an electronic and hard copy formal 

request.

A formal approval is typically sent with-
in 5 business days.



Permit Renewals
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Permit 
Renewals

Any facility with a permit who wishes to continue to 
operate after the permit expires must submit a new 

application 180 days prior to the expiration date of the 
effective permit (WAC 173-303-806(6).

Permit Writer contacts facility a year (or more) before 
the renewal application due date

Permit Writer schedules an in-person meeting 
with facility to discuss permit renewal.
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Permit 
Renewals

During initial renewal meeting:

The facility identifies significant changes they propose 
for the renewed permit

Ecology identifies changes to the permit they want to 
see.
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Permit 
Renewals

A schedule is created that identifies 
when each draft section should be 

submitted and reviewed.
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Permit 
Renewals

Each section has draft submittals and is stored and 
commented on using SharePoint
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Permit 
Renewals

Each section goes through this back and fourth, using 
SharePoint, until Ecology accepts that section and 

determines it is complete.



New Permits
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New
Permits

Washington state has strict siting 
criteria for any new TSD permit. Since 
that state rule adoption, no new TSD 

permits have been issued
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Questions?

Special thanks to Ecology team members:

Jason Landskron P.E., Leslie Morris, Michelle Underwood (Boss       )


