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ABOUT ATSDR

Division of  Community Health Investigation

Safer, healthier people in a safer, healthier environment



Who we are

• The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry (ATSDR) is a federal public health agency 
based in Atlanta, Georgia. 

• Mission

• Vision



What ATSDR Does…
• Identifies how people in a community might be 

exposed to hazardous substances in the 
environment

• Assesses the health impact on communities who 
may have been exposed to hazardous substances 

• Recommends actions that need to be taken
to prevent or mitigate future exposure and 
safeguard the health of community
residents



ATSDR… (continued)

• Educates communities about hazardous 
chemicals and substances and how to prevent  
future exposure

• Researches and publishes information on toxic 
substances fo

• Interacts  with communities and tribes when 
responding to their environmental public health 
concerns

• Maintains exposure registries



ATSDR is …

• Not a regulatory agency.  

• Not a  health care or medical agency.

• Not able to provide funds to relocate community 
members or to clean up a site.



When do we get involved

• A site is on or proposed for the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency’s Superfund 
National Priorities list (EPA’s NPL).

• U.S. EPA, states, and local governments request 
ATSDR’s help.

• Someone from a community petitions ATSDR to 
conduct an assessment of a site.

• Emergency Responses

• Brownfields/Land Revitalization



What to expect from ATSDR

When ATSDR is the lead public health agency at a 
site,  ATSDR will analyze available data, gather 
community concerns and information about the 
site to:

– identify ways people might come in contact with 
hazards and the effects of that contact;

– issue a draft report for public comment; and

– communicate final results and recommendations.



How ATSDR does its work

As the lead agency and/or working with our 
partners we conduct:

• Public health assessments

• Exposure investigations

• Health consultations

• Health studies



Our partners

• Local, state, and other 
federal agencies 
(including state 
environmental and 
health departments)

• Tribal governments

• Communities

• Environmental groups 



Cultivating Healthfields

Brownfields 2017
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation have not been formally disseminated by  the Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry and should not be construed to represent any agency determination or policy.



Healthfields

Land Reuse/Brownfields Sites can be redeveloped into 
healthier and safer environments, or “Healthfields.” In 
addition to providing cleaner environments and health 
benefits, the redevelopment of Land Reuse Sites can 
stimulate the local economy by bringing in new businesses 
and creating jobs. 

▪ Gardens, play lots, and clinics

▪ Anything that considers improving health over the long term



BROWN: Healthfields in Practice



ATSDR’s Land Reuse (Healthfields) Toolkits



Toolkit Based on ATSDR  Land Reuse Strategy: 
Achieving Healthfields

❑ Protect people from 
potentially harmful 
exposures to chemicals at  
land reuse sites

❑ Multiple sites like 
brownfields = creative 
approach
▪ 5 steps to success

▪ Increase equity

▪ Decrease disparities

❑ Healthfields: It’s What We 
Do



Toolkits and Certification Course

Healthfields Resources:

❑ Toolkits (www.atsdr.cdc.gov/sites/brownfields)
▪ 5-step Land Reuse Model to Safely Reuse Land and Improve Health

▪ Five personas/roles in redevelopment

• Community Champion

• Community Planner

• Municipal Agency

• Environmental or Health Professional

• Developer

❑ Environmental Health and Land Reuse Certification -
2018
▪ ATSDR and National Environmental Health Association

http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/sites/brownfields


Healthfields Examples

❑ Questions? 

❑ Steven Jones:   sxj6@cdc.gov

❑ Laurel Berman:  laberman@cdc.gov

❑ Atsdr.landreuse@cdc.gov
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