
Endangered youth reclaiming the 
Anacostia River, their communities, 

and their lives.



The Anacostia 
River

At only 8.5 miles long and with a watershed 

of 176 square miles, the Anacostia River once 

comprised of over 2,500 acres of tidal 

wetland and was home to the Nacotchtank 

Indian Tribe.

The 2,500 acres of wetland disappeared in 

the 1800’s due to erosion from local 

developments. DC also grew, and the waste 

had nowhere to go but the river.



The Anacostia River

A 1900 report from the Board of Trade called the Anacostia “…this uninviting river, with its miasmatic swamps, whose 

baneful influence is so seriously felt by a large portion of the citizens of Washington, troops at the barracks, employees 

at the navy-yard, inmates of St. Elizabeth’s Asylum, and those in other public institutions located in that region….”

The Army Corps of Engineers stepped in and began to dredge, wall, and fill the mouth of the river until the 1940’s. 

Preventing the wetlands from reforming.



The Anacostia 
River

In addition, in the early 1900’s, DC installed a 

Combined Sewer System that overflowed into 

the Anacostia.

The river was deemed the “Forgotten River”, 

until 1992.



Who We Are

Founded in 1992 by a Hollywood film 

producer, nine young adults from 

Washington, DCs most notorious 

neighborhood, and a vision to save the 

Anacostia River through “boots-on-the-

ground” conservation. 



Conservation 
Highlights

1992 - Removed over 5,000 tires and tons of trash 

from Lower Beaver Dam Creek, a tributary of the 

Anacostia River.

1994 - Rehabilitated the Old Capital Pumphouse into 

the Monique Johnson Anacostia River Center

1994 - 1998 - Reintroduced the bald eagle to 

Washington, DC

1999 - Acquired the old Pepco Pumphouse and 

began to transform it into the Matthew Henson Earth 

Conservation Center.

2001-2009 - Helped generate conservation status for 

Kingman & Heritage Islands



Current Programs

AmeriCorps - training the next 

generation of leaders through 

environmental service

Wings Over America - homebase for 

our raptor ambassadors, horses, and 

green infrastructure training

Anacostia Raptor Watch - the year-

long environmental curriculum where 

youth get hands-on with their backyard 

ecosystem



For More 
Information

Tommy Lawrence

tommy.lawrence@earthconservationcorps.org

www.EarthConservationCorps.org

www.EagleCam.org

mailto:tommy.lawrence@earthconservationcorps.org
http://www.earthconservationcorps.org
http://www.eaglecam.org

