
The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) has announced several 

personnel changes within the Division of Solid Waste Management.  These include the 

following: 

 

Patrick J. Flood, P.E.  As of May 1, 2020, Pat was appointed Senior Advisor in TDEC’s 

Bureau of Environment.  In this role, he manages several programs, including TDEC’s oversight 

of TVA’s Coal Combustion Residual effort.  He also has technical responsibilities, including 

working on CERCLA efforts at the DOE’s Oak Ridge Reservation. In addition, he serves as the 

Commissioner’s designee on the Underground Storage Tank and Solid Waste Disposal Control 

Board.  Prior to moving to the Bureau of Environment, he served eight years as Director of 

TDEC’s Division of Solid Waste Management.  Prior to joining TDEC, he worked as a 

consultant in the Solid Waste industry, mainly in the fields of engineering and construction 

oversight.  He received a Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering from the Illinois Institute of 

Technology in 1982, a Master’s Degree in Civil Engineering (specializing in Geotechnical 

Engineering) from Purdue University in 1986, and received a Master’s in Business 

Administration from Clemson University in 2001.  He has been a registered engineer in fourteen 

states and also sits on the Professional Engineers Civil Exam Committee for the National 

Council of Examiners for Engineers and Surveyors. 

 

Lisa A. Hughey, CHMM.  On May 27, 2020, Lisa started as TDEC’s Director of the Division 

of Solid Waste Management.  She had served as the Deputy Director for Central Office 

Operations for the Division since 2014 and was the Deputy Director of Field Operations from 

2012 – 2014.  Lisa's responsibilities have included Hazardous Waste, Solid Waste, Materials 

Management, Toxics Substances and Compliance & Enforcement Sections of the 

Division.  Before joining the Division in 2012, Lisa worked in environmental consulting as well 

as in the manufacturing sector. Her experience included working as an Environmental Engineer 

at Nissan North America in Smyrna, TN, Resident EHS&S Manager at Anheuser-Busch in 

Fairfield, CA, and Division Olin Responsible Care (ORC) Manager – Environment at Olin 

Chlor-Alkali in Charleston, TN. Lisa began her environmental career at the Tennessee 

Department of Health and Environment (now known as TDEC) as the Regional Manager for the 

Knoxville and Johnson City areas for the Division of Superfund.  Lisa is a graduate of Vanderbilt 

University with a B.E. in Civil Engineering. She is a CHMM and serves as the Treasurer for the 

Nashville Chapter of AHMM. 

 

William “Rob” Ashe.  On June 1, 2020, Rob Ashe joined TDEC’s Division of Solid Waste 

Management as the Deputy Director of Field Office Operations. Rob holds a Bachelor’s Degree 

in Civil and Environmental Engineering from Tennessee Technology University. He has more 

than 20 years of experience as an engineer where the last 11 years have been in Environmental 

Management. He has most recently served on the senior management team for Packaging 

Corporation of America’s Counce, Tennessee facility as the Environmental Manager where he 

was responsible for all environmental compliance, including Air, Water, Stormwater, EPCRA, 

Hazardous Waste and Solid Waste. In this role, Rob also managed two solid waste industrial 

landfills which are currently operational and one closed solid waste industrial landfill.  Rob is 

experienced with solid waste permitting as well as the reporting requirements for solid waste 

industrial landfills. He has worked closely with regulatory authorities on beneficial use 

requirements for solid wastes. Rob is familiar with the rules and requirements associated with 



hazardous waste management for generators, as well as the numerous reporting requirements for 

hazardous waste generators and treatment, storage and disposal facilities.  

 

Craig Almanza.  Effective August 16, 2020, Craig began serving as the Division of Solid Waste 

Management’s Deputy Director of Central Office Operations.  Craig has over 34 years of broad-

based environmental experience and personnel management from his time in consulting and 

private industry, as well as 3 years with the Division of Solid Waste Management as a Sr. 

Technical Resource and as the Solid Waste Program Manager.  His hazardous waste experience 

includes 11 years of CERCLA related work regarding hazardous waste site investigations, 

remedial investigations/feasibility studies, and National Priorities List hazard ranking scoresheet 

preparation.   His solid waste experience includes 23 years of management, budget, design and 

construction of landfill disposal cells, landfill gas (LFG) systems, leachate collection systems, 

cap and cover systems, complex elevated landfill temperature remediation, and solid waste 

compliance.  Additionally, he has significant experience related to facility operations and 

maintenance and landfill gas.  Between 2005 and 2010, Mr. Almanza was responsible for the 

LFG management and operation of 252 active and more than 110 closed landfills throughout the 

United States.  From 2010 to 2017 he was environmental manager for numerous disposal, 

transfer stations, hauling companies, and processing facilities throughout the Southeast.  His 

background in landfill gas management as well as landfill design and leachate collection 

provides him with unique knowledge and experience involving solid waste technical issues and 

landfill permitting relevant to the State of Tennessee.  

 

In the Hazardous Waste Program, two long-time TDEC Division of Solid Waste Management 

Program employees have recently retired.   

 

Janet Dutto.  Janet was a senior engineer out of the Chattanooga Field Office, with extensive 

experience in hazardous waste permitting, inspections, and regulations.  Immediately prior to her 

retirement, Janet developed a software package for TDEC to enable hazardous inspections to be 

performed using tablets.  The software included drop-down boxes for ease of data input as well 

as links to hazardous waste regulations (both State and federal).  In addition, Janet developed and 

implement TDEC’s statewide Hazardous Waste Inspectors Program, a training program offered 

to both TDEC inspectors and to the regulated community.  This program is widely credited for 

an improvement in TDEC’s metric for facilities in compliance at the time of inspection. 

 

Clayton Bullington.  Clayton was a long-time employee in TDEC’s hazardous waste program in 

the Nashville Central Office.  In this role, Clayton worked on numerous efforts in the RCRA 

Corrective Action Program, involving sites throughout the State of Tennessee.  Immediately 

prior to his retirement, Clayton was recognized by DOE’s Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR) for 

working with their staff to more effectively and efficiently implement the contained-in policy, 

resulting in substantially improved material management and tens of millions of dollars in cost 

savings.  At the same facility, he was also recognized for identifying adjacent groundwater 

monitoring systems housed in different programs (RCRA and CERCLA) and working with site 

staff to transfer wells to a single program, simplifying monitoring requirements and creating 

significant cost savings for ORR. 


